
 
 
 
  

 
 

COVID UPDATE – Full-Time Reentry Information/Next Steps 
February 10, 2021 

 
 
 
 
Dear Somers Families,  
 
Our students will soon be celebrating the 100th day of this school year; an impressive number given the hurdles 
we faced before school started in the fall. This year has been full of adaptation, flexibility, and reassessment. Our 
priorities have centered on safety and clear communication. 
 
With that in mind and with more vaccinations becoming available, we are now turning our attention to bringing 
our older students back to school full time. In order to do this, we must reach several critical targets. 
 

• Our kindergarten through sixth grades have been in person full time since the start of school. We plan 
to maintain that current model for the rest of this school year. Students who have opted into full-time 
eLearning may continue in that model. 

• Our target is to have at least 80% of our SCSD employees vaccinated for COVID-19. We are working 
with our local CVS Pharmacy to provide vaccinations to our employees as soon as they become 
available. Some employees have already obtained vaccinations from other organizations. 

• We intend to increase COVID-19 testing within our schools. We have ordered more testing kits and 
we plan to randomly test students once more kits are available. If you have not done so already, 
please log into your Parent Square account to provide consent for your child to be tested. 

• We will install desktop barriers on each individual desk in the district and maintain our current 
cleaning and sanitizing procedures.  

 
We do not have a specific date for when we might begin going back to school full time. It will depend upon how 
soon our employees are able to get fully vaccinated. 
 
What are the next steps? 
We will reconvene a portion of our Reentry Task Force to develop and review new protocols and procedures. 
When we have achieved the goals above, we will bring students back in phases. We anticipate students in seventh 
and eighth grades returning first, then high school students. 
 
Bringing students back full time is going to be an emotional change as well as physical. We are focusing our 
efforts on helping your children reacclimate to returning to school and supporting their social and emotional 
needs. 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

We continue to work with other districts to adapt our practices during this challenging time. As we have learned 
throughout the pandemic, information and circumstances can change rapidly. We will continue to rely on guidance 
from health experts and we will be flexible and adaptable. I am sure there will be many questions about the return 
to school, and we plan to hold Q&A sessions for faculty, staff, and families once we have a better estimate on 
when we might return. In the meantime, for more details on the process please click here to listen to the 
Superintendent’s Update on our Tusker Talk podcast, recorded today. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership in creating the best possible educational experience for the children of 
Somers.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
Superintendent of Schools 
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https://anchor.fm/somers-central-school-district/episodes/Superintendent-Update-21121---Returning-All-Students-to-School-Full-Time-eq9610

